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T R A D I T I O N A L  O W N E R S 

Caring for 
Country

The ‘Caring for Country’ project centers on the 

relationships between Townsville Traditional Owners 

and their Country, which includes their lands, waters, 

plants, animals, heritage, culture, ancestors, laws, 

religions and more. 

The growth in government programs supporting 

Indigenous land and sea management at every level 

in Australia reflects the synergy between caring 

for Country and environmental issues, and the 

productivity of collaborations for environmental 

outcomes in which Traditional Owners play a key 

role. 

The Bohle River basin has been identified in the 

Townsville Dry Tropics Waterways Report Card as 

receiving consistently poor grades for water quality 

due to nutrient pollution in the area, and is an area in 

which a number of Traditional Owner groups already 

engage in restoration and cultural interpretation 

activities.

KEY ACTIONS 
on project roadmap

 Identify opportunities for riparian 

 restoration along the Bohle River

 Involve Traditional Owner workers in 

 on-ground work — up to 50 potential 

 roles have been identified

 Training, capacity building, and 

 mentorship for Traditional Owner youth

Background
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• On-ground/in-water action and community 

 engagement undertaken

• Cultural values are protected and enhanced

• Increased knowledge of citizen science of 

 Traditional Owners

TJ Indigenous Business Consultancy, Wulgurukaba 

Aboriginal Corporation, Wulgurukaba Walkabouts, 

North Queensland Cowboys, Jonathan Thurston 

Academy, Australian Rural Leadership Foundation, 

Australian Institute of Marine Science, Reef Ecologic, 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Marine 

Science (ATSIMS), Clontarf Foundation, Ausfield 

Services, Youth Justice, Townsville City Council 

(TCC).

Community values 
directly protected

• Indigenous cultural heritage

• Riparian zone

• Coastal habitats

• Marine water quality

• Coral reefs

Outcomes

Potential partners for 
project delivery

Caring for Country
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Increased 
partnerships, 

skills, knowledge 
and opportunities 

for career 
pathways

Indigenous 
youth are 

engaged in the 
program

Engage existing 
programs (TAFE 

CALM, Youth 
Justice, ATSIMS, 

JCU, Green Corps, 
Centrelink, etc) 

and align goals and 
outcomes for youth 

participation

Engage youth 
to be involved 
in the program 
through direct 

communications 
with family groups 
(and Wulgurukaba 

forum)

Engage 
Traditional Owner 
organisations (i.e. 
Land Council, on 

Common Country, 
consultants) to be 
informed and to 

participate

Develop an 
investment and 
communications 
strategy for new 

partnerships

Engage partners 
to assist with 

on ground 
implementation 
and sponsorship 

for youth skill 
building/training

Mapping and 
ground truthing 

of sites, site 
preparation, GPS, 

photography, 
drone footage

Tailored training 
begins for 

engaged youth

Riparian 
restoration (i.e. 

Leucaena removal 
along priority 

waterway Bohle)

Citizen science 
action (i.e. 

RIS surveys, 
macroalgae 
removal on 

Yunbenun) Reef 
Trip to John 

Brewer Reef (coral 
planting)

Partners become 
long term mentors 

for Indigenous 
youth

Ongoing training 
and capacity 
building for 

youth (e.g. CALM 
certification)

Progress is 
monitored and 
communicated 

back to investors, 
partners, TO family 
groups and wider 

community

Ground truthing 
and training 
undertaken

On ground/
in water action 
and community 

engagement 
undertaken

Long term 
partnerships, 
mentorships 
continued 
for career 

development 
pathways

Improved health 
of the Great 
Barrier Reef 

(i.e. improved 
water quality, 

reef restoration

Social outcomes: 
Indigenous and 
non-indigenous 
collaborations, 

improved 
wellbeing, 

improved skills, 
increased 

employment 
opportunities

Partners have 
greater input 

and participation 
from Traditional 

Owners

Cultural values 
are protected 
and enhanced

Indigenous 
cultural heritage

Partners are 
engaged in the 

program

Strategy Outcomes
Ultimate 

Outcomes Values

TOW N SV I L L E  C A P  R OA D M A P

Terrestrial 
habitats

Freshwater 
ecosystems

Riparian zone

Estuaries

Saltmarsh

Coral

Mangroves

Seagrass 
meadows

Marine water 
quality

Beaches

Marine animals




