TOWNSVILLE DRY TROPICS

Report Card

2021
Reporting on data from
July 2020-June 2021

Partnering to improve the values
of our catchments and Reef
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2 new water quality
sites were added this
year, with 6 of 7 sites having
‘good’ or ‘very good’ water
quality. Althaus Creek had
‘moderate’ water quality due
to very high turbidity.

BI O T A

8 of 10 sites had ‘good’ or ‘very
good’ water quality. There were
20 native and 3 invasive fish
species recorded in the basin,
with 3 new indigenous species
recorded for the first time
(Giant Mottled Eel, Greenback
Gudgeon and Scaleless Goby).
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Water quality was ‘good’ or
‘very good’ for all sites except
the Bohle River which was in
a ‘poor’ condition due to high
nutrient levels and associated
low dissolved oxygen levels,
similar to last year. There were
23 native and 3 invasive fish
species recorded with tilapia
(invasive) abundant.

5 of 6 sites had
BI O T A
‘very good’ water quality, with
Louisa Creek having ‘moderate’
water quality due to high
concentrations of phosphorus
compared with the water quality
objectives; similar to last year.
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Halifax Bay
Inshore

BI O T A
All sites had ‘good’ or’
very good’ water quality and
remained similar to the previous
year. Coral remained in a
‘moderate’ condition; however,
there was a slight decrease
in condition due to bleaching
impacts on some of the reefs.
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FAST FACTS
The area of seagrass has
recovered from the 2019
floods and continues to
expand. Most expansion
has occurred on the deeper
margins indicating there is
sufficient water clarity for
deeper growth.

All sites had ‘moderate’
BI O T A
or ‘good’ coral condition, and
overall condition improved from
the previous year. Juvenile coral
density was ‘very good’ at 14
of 16 sites indicating ongoing
resilience despite recent
disturbances.

Across different areas of
Townsville, water quality was
‘good’ to ‘very good’ and
either improved or stayed the
same as last year.
The number of sites surveyed
for the litter metric increased
from 5 to 12.
Black Basin received 126% of
its annual rainfall whilst the
Ross Basin received 100%.

BI O T A
2 of 3 sites had ‘good’
or ‘very good’ water quality,
and condition remained
similar to the previous year.
Seagrass biomass and species
composition was ‘good’ or
‘very good’ at every site. Coral
condition declined to ‘poor’
attributed to a decrease in
juvenile density that outweighed
the increase in coral cover
compared to the previous year.
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The inshore coral score has
declined from last year.

SCORE AND
INDICATOR KEY
Habitat and hydrology
Freshwater
Riparian
vegetation
and wetlands

Weirs and
dams

Estuaries

Saltmarsh

Mangroves

Cleveland
Bay

Seagrass

For more detail on the scores and the associated confidence
for each of the grades, read the technical reports on our website:

drytropicshealthywaters.org
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Cleveland Bay Seagrass

GUARDIANS OF THE BAY
Seagrass in our Cleveland Bay plays an important role in producing oxygen,
providing food and shelter for marine fauna, and protecting the ocean floor
and shorelines from erosion.

GREAT
BARRIER
REEF
A GLOBAL HOTSPOT
FOR SEAGRASS

15 seagrass
species
covering

35,000km

SEAGRASS PROVIDES FOOD AND
SHELTER FOR MARINE ANIMALS
dugongs

turtles

prawns

crabs

fish

Seagrass meadows are a nursery area for
commercially and recreationally important species

Are you interested in waterway
health? Sign up for our
newsletter at
drytropicshealthywaters.org
Dry Tropics Partnership for
Healthy Waters
@drytropicshealthywaters
@dry_tropics_healthy_waters

Numbers of marine animals
rise and fall with the amount of
seagrass available in the Bay

2

of total seagrass
area in Australia

larger than the
area covered
by coral

11

seagrass
species

seagrass condition

250km

2

5X the size of Magnetic Island

If you would like to know more follow the QR code and
check out our Cleveland Bay Seagrass Story Map

Blue swimmer crab. Photo: Skye Mckenna

GOOD

assessed by Long Term
Seagrass Monitoring
Program

18%

increase in total area
since previous year
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The Townsville Dry Tropics
Partnership for Healthy Waters
is one of five regional report
cards in the Great Barrier Reef
Catchment. For more details,
see the Report Card Explainer.
The Reef Water Quality Report
Card focuses on condition
monitoring and tracking
progress towards the targets
within the Reef 2050 Water
Quality Improvement Plan.

This Report Card is printed on recycled paper.
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