
 

 

TOWNSVILLE

LAKE ROSS

CRYSTAL 
CREEK

ROLLINGSTONE 
CREEK

BOHLE RIVER

BLUEWATER 
CREEK

ALLIGATOR 
CREEK

ROSS RIVER

MAGNETIC 
ISLAND

PALM 
ISLANDS

Since the launch of the Dry Tropics 
Partnership for Healthy 
Waters in 2019, we have 
made great progress in 
building on the strong 
foundations provided 
by our inaugural 
partners. 

We have released 
three annual report 
cards, a management 
response report, and an 
array of supporting technical 
documents. We have also 
expanded the Partnership to include all three levels 
of government, industry, research organisations 
and community. We now have 19 partners involved 
and are actively seeking more.

We strive to implement the best possible science 
in our report cards. Over the last year, our 
Technical Officer, Dr Tegan Whitehead, has 
implemented a data automation program to 
streamline the reporting process across the three 
northern regional report card Partnerships. This 
work will be integral to developing a data 
management system and online data visualisation 
platform. Tegan also led the development of a 
metric for reporting on litter in our report card; this 
was a first in Queensland and is now being used by 
the other report cards.

Based on this groundwork, the Partnership will 
now focus on what we can provide to the 
community and how we can improve 
decision-making and investment for Townsville's 
waterways and Reef.

We are looking forward to working with our 
partners to strengthen collaboration and combine 
resources to improve Townsville's great waterways 
and Reef.

Report from the Chair

OUR VISION: 

Healthy Waterways, Reef and a 
Thriving Townsville 

Community

Tri-Annual Report
2019-2021

Townsville Dry Tropics
Reporting On

The Partnership reports on a catchment area that covers about 
134,000 km2 and 12,000km2 of sea area. It includes the greater 
Townsville area and extends north to Crystal Creek and south to 
Alligator Creek (near Cape Cleveland). The marine area includes 
Cleveland Bay and Halifax Bay, Magnetic Island, the Palm Island 
group and offshore to the outer boundary of the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park. 

Our Strategic Vision
2020-2023

The 2020-2023 Strategic Plan was developed by the Management 
Committee and endorsed by the Partnership in November 2020. The 
partnership has identified three priority outcome areas to be 
achieved in the upcoming years:

1) Engaged 
Community

2) Robust 
Report Card

3) Enduring 
Partnership

The Townsville Dry Tropics community actively 
uses the Partnership's science and collective 
knowledge to improve waterway and Reef health.

The Townsville Dry Tropics Report Card is part of a 
rigorous, regional integrated monitoring and 
evaluation framework that informs the 
management of the region's waterways and 
ecosystems.

The Partnership is sustained by a strong and stable 
funding base, leadership and partners who are 
committed to influencing positive change in the 
region.

Site Summary 
Sheets

Released

Riparian and wetland vegetation provide 

crucial habitats for many species and 

perform important ecosystem 

functions, including 

capturing nutrients and 

sediments before they 

enter waterways. 
The loss of these 
habitats has a 

detrimental impact 

upon waterways. 

ROSS FRESHWATER BASINData from July 2019 to June 2020

Information summary

Since July 2017, the Dry Tropics Partnership 

for Healthy Waters has been collating data 

across the Townsville Dry Tropics region 

on waterway heath. In the Ross freshwater 

basin this includes on fish, habitat and 

hydrology and water quality. A summary of 

the findings for this basin are outlined below.

Grading and scoring

Indicators (shown in the outer ring of 

coaster) are measured and aggregated 

into indicator categories (middle ring of 

the coaster). Indicator categories are then 

aggregated into overall indices (centre of the 

coaster). Grades are represented by colours.

Fish results
Freshwater fish were sampled in August 2019 at 10 sites (see map 

on next page). At each site, the number of native, non-native and 

translocated species were recorded.

Overall, fish communities were in a moderate condition within the 

Ross freshwater basin. Twenty native species were present. This 

equated to 62% of native species that historically occurred (pre-

development) being recorded. Three invasive species (tilapia, 

gambusia and guppies) were recorded, with tilapia and gambusia 

being highly abundant (392 tilapia and 122 gambusia specimens). 

Across all the creeks measured, invasive species comprised a 

median of 5.1% of the number of species recorded.

Habitat extent results

Between 2013-2017, 135 hectares of riparian 

habitat were lost, whilst less than 1 ha of 

wetland area were lost. This equated to a 

moderate grade for progress towards the 

management target of no loss for both 

habitat types. The latest available data is 

from 2013 to 2017 and it is likely that more 

vegetation has been lost since 2017. Thus, 

these scores may underestimate the amount 

of vegetation loss. 

A
Very good - 81 to 90

B
Good - 61 to 81

C
Moderate - 41-61

D
Poor - 21 to 41

E Very poor - 0 to 21
Not enough information

(scores are capped at 90)
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Aggregated 
scores in the 

centre of the 
coaster make up 

the overall scores 

presented in the 2020 

Report Card.

Tegan Whitehead

CLEVELAND BAY

Data from July 2019 to June 2020

Information summary

Since July 2017, the Dry Tropics Partnership 

for Healthy Waters has been collating data 

across the Townsville Dry Tropics region 

on waterway heath, including the marine 

environments. In Cleveland Bay, habitat 

(seagrass and coral) and water quality are 

measured, with a summary of the findings 

for this bay outlined below. 

Grading and scoring
Indicators (shown in outer ring of the 

coaster) are measured and aggregated 

into indicator categories (middle ring of 

the coaster). Indicator categories are then 

aggregated into overall indices (centre of the 

coaster). Grades are represented by colours. 

Seagrass scores
Ten monitoring meadows were sampled within Cleveland Bay.

Overall, seagrass meadows within Cleveland Bay were in a moderate 

condition. Species composition and meadow area were graded as 

good or very good for eight of the ten meadows. Biomass was the 

lowest scoring indicator, with Geoffrey Bay and Nelly Bay meadows 

receiving a poor score for biomass, whilst five meadows were in a 

moderate condition for biomass. Three meadows were in a good 

condition in relation to biomass. 

*Biomass is the total quantity or weight of organisms over a given area or volume.

Habitat extent results
Overall, the habitat index (average of coral 

and seagrass scores) was in a moderate 

condition. 

Coral scores
Percent coral cover was measured at 

five sites. However, Geoffrey Bay was the 

only reef where all five indicators were 

measured; thus the scores for Geoffrey Bay 

represent the scores for all of Cleveland 

Bay. Coral was in a moderate condition, with 

moderate scores for the percent change 

in hard coral and juvenile density. There 

was high macroalgae at Geoffrey Bay, 

with macroalgae generally indicating poor 

water quality. Overall coral cover was poor 

for Cleveland Bay, with Florence Bay and 

Geoffrey Bay having poor coral cover and 

the other three reefs receiving a moderate 

score for this indicator.

A Very good - 81 to 90

B Good - 61 to 81

C Moderate - 41-61

D Poor - 21 to 41

E Very poor - 0 to 21

Not enough information

(scores are capped at 90)
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Aggregated 

scores in the 

centre of the 

coaster make up 

the overall scores 

presented in the 2020 

Report Card.

Adapted from the 

TropWater 2020 report
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Pilot Report Card

Pilot Report Card

This Report Card provides an overview 

of the status of our region’s natural 

biodiversity and water quality, and the 

benefits our community receives 

from them. The benefits we 

derive from our waterways, 

beaches, estuaries and 

Reef depends on 

their health.

Roslyn Budd – Budd Photography

TOWNSVILLE DRY TROPICS

Reporting on data from July 2019-June 2020

Report Card 2020

Partnering to 
improve the 
values of our 
catchments 

and Reef

Championed 
citizen science 
within the report 
card

Our 
Highlights

Led

Workshops

Including 2 Urban Water 
Stewardship Framework 

Workshops

Influenced Department of 
Environment and Science to 
implement  

freshwater 
and

estuary 
sites

to monitor water quality in the 
Black Basin

Expanded the 
Report Card to 
report on 
freshwater fish 
communities 

Partners on board
(15 Founding Partners)

Walking the Landscape 
Catchment stories

Developed

Launch Events

Year
Strategic 
Plan in place

First report card to 
assess the pressure 
of litter on the 
environment in the 
Great Barrier Reef

Flood Report
Released in 2019

Partnership 
and 
Management 
Committee 
Meetings

https://drytropicshealthywaters.org/2019-2020-report-card/site-summary-sheets/
https://drytropicshealthywaters.org/2019-2020-report-card/
https://drytropicshealthywaters.org/2019-flood-report/


GBR Regional Partnership ‘Network’

The Partnership is one of five regional report cards in 
the Great Barrier Reef catchment that produces an 
annual snapshot of ecosystem health and water quality 
condition of local waterways. Other partnerships 
include: 

• Wet Tropics Waterways

• Mackay-Whitsundays -Isaac Healthy Rivers to Reef              
  Partnership 

• Gladstone Healthy Harbour Partnership

• Fitzroy Partnership for River Health

Staff

Management Committee

Statement of Income and Expenditure 

2019/2020 (GST Ex)
Total Income 
Total Expenditure 

$380,358 
$293,259

2018/2019 (GST Ex)
Total Income 
Total Expenditure 

$376,986
$343,772

2020/2021 (GST Ex)
Total Income 
Total Expenditure 

$474,741 
$367,816

Partnership Linkages

Our Partners

Who We Are

The Townsville Dry Tropics Report Card is integrated with 
Reef management frameworks and water quality 
improvement plans, including: 

• Reef 2050 Long-term Sustainability Plan
• Reef Water Quality Report Card
• Reef Water Quality Improvement Plan 2017-2022
• Black Ross Water Quality Improvement Plan (2010)

The Partnership acknowledges the Bindal, Nywaigi, Manbarra and 
Wulgurukaba peoples as the traditional owners of the land in the 
Townsville Dry Tropics Report Card region. 

Contact
info@drytropicshealthywaters.org
Drytropicshealthywaters.org

Diane Tarte 
Chair

Sharon Marks 
Deputy Chair

Coastal Dry Tropics Landcare Inc. 

Elaine Glen
Port of Townsville Ltd

Nicholas Baker
Wild Environmental

Ben Hammil
Office of the Great Barrier Reef

Chris Manning
Townsville City Council

Helen Simmons
Project Officer

Dr Annie Bauer-Civiello
Executive Officer

Rachel D’Arcy
Office of the Great Barrier Reef

Dr Tegan Whitehead
Senior Technical Officer

742
Followers across three 
social media platforms

Video Views since 
Partnership Launch

Over

Facebook Impressions 
in the past 12 months

Our Engagement

Newsletters
Released 

http://www.environment.gov.au/marine/gbr/publications/reef-2050-long-term-sustainability-plan-2018
https://wettropicswaterways.org.au/
https://www.des.qld.gov.au/
http://candrconsulting.com.au/
http://minca.org
https://www.jcu.edu.au/
https://www.aims.gov.au/
https://www.tropwater.com/ 
https://www.tangaroablue.org/
https://www.nqcc.org.au/ 
https://ornatas.com.au/
http://whatsonmagneticisland.com.au/community-groups/28-community-groups
https://www.wildenvironmental.com/
https://qwalc.org.au/
https://www.reefcheckaustralia.org/
https://ozfish.org.au/chapters/north-queensland/
https://www.cdtli.org.au/
https://www.environment.gov.au/
https://www.townsville.qld.gov.au/ 
https://www.townsville-port.com.au/
https://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/
http://ghhp.org.au/
https://riverhealth.org.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dry-tropics-partnershp-for-healthy-waters/
https://www.facebook.com/drytropicshealthywaters/
mailto:info@drytropicshealthywaters.org
https://drytropicshealthywaters.org/
https://healthyriverstoreef.org.au/
https://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/tracking-progress/reef-report-card
https://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/
https://www.townsville.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/4270/Black-Ross-Water-Quality-Improvement-Plan.pdf 

